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How can we investigate the conservation status and evolution of 
ecosystems? Which are the characteristics that biological indicators 
should have so that they can become a suitable tool to investigate 
natural and artificial processes?

The PIT Summer School 2011 will try to answer these questions, 
giving theoretical and practical techniques to analyse the state of 
the environment, evaluate the ecosystem functionality, their 
complexity and pressures due to human activities they are directly 
or indirectly subjected to. Throughout an in-depth understanding 
of taxonomic knowledge of well-tested groups as environmental 
quality indicators, standardised methods for the habitat diversity 
estimation will be examined. Moreover, studies on natural and 
artificial processes, also originating from climate changes, will be 
developed.

Thanks to experienced lecturers known nationally and 
internationally, participants will experience an intense week 
dedicated to a critical examination of standardised collecting 
techniques, taxonomy, to data management and elaboration, and 
to the application of environmental quality indicators. The PIT 
Summer School provides a unique opportunity for participants to 
meet well known taxonomists and ecologists and experience 
firsthand the challenges and rewards of field work in an 
inspirational setting.
The PIT Summer School is organised within the framework of the Transboundary Integrated 
Action Plan (Transboundary Cooperation Programme Italy-France Alcotra 2007-2013).

The PIT Summer School originates from the collaboration of the Alpi Marittime Natural 
Park and the Museum of Natural History of Ferrara and EDIT (European Distributed 
Institute of Taxonomy).

Contenuti del corso:
- modern taxonomy: state of the art, applications and perspectives. The European 
Distributed Institute of Taxonomy (EDIT) experience and the Mercantour/Marittime All 
Taxa Biodiversity Inventory and Monitoring (ATBI+M);
- safeguard and management of natural resources in the light of recent environmental 
emergences originating from natural and artificial processes;
- biodiversity and bioindication: from international legislation to the definition of 
standardised protocols for the evaluation of ecosystem quality and changes;
- potential, application and limits of selected bioindicators (a theoretical and practical 
approach to sampling techniques and identification in the lab);
- management and elaboration of data collected in the field and in the lab, and their 
interpretation;
- introduction to the study of vegetation, with particular reference to alpine habitats: 
theory and fieldwork.

The PIT Summer School is open to a maximum of 20 participants:
- 15 places are dedicated to students (also MSc and PhD students) of any nationality in 
biological and natural sciences disciplines;
- 5 places are dedicated to professionals working in the field of natural sciences 
(monitoring, habitat conservation and protected areas management). 
Are currently enrolled in (or recently graduated from) a European University as a Master's
student in a natural science discipline

The course will last 7 days (56 hours); all classes and fieldwork exercises will be taught 
in English.

The deadline for sending us the application form and the curriculum vitae is May 2nd 2011 
(edit@parcoalpimarittime.it). Participants will be selected according to their curricula. 
The results of the selection will be communicated before May 20th 2011.

Info
Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime - Marta De Biaggi
edit@parcoalpimarittime.it; +39 0171 978809

Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Ferrara - Carla Corazza
c.corazza@comune.fe.it; +39 0532 203381

http://www.parks.it/parco.alpi.marittime
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Come indagare lo status di conservazione degli ecosistemi e la 
loro evoluzione? Quali sono e quali caratteristiche devono avere 
gli indicatori biologici perché possano rappresentare un valido 
strumento di indagine dei processi naturali e artificiali? 

La PIT Summer School 2011 cercherà di rispondere a questi 
interrogativi, fornendo gli strumenti teorici e pratici per analizzare 
lo stato dell’ambiente, valutare la funzionalità degli ecosistemi, 
la loro complessità nonché le pressioni derivanti dalle attività 
antropiche, dirette o indirette, a cui sono soggetti. Attraverso 
l’approfondimento delle conoscenze tassonomiche di gruppi già 
collaudati (o in fase di sperimentazione per l’Italia) come 
indicatori di qualità ambientale, saranno esaminate metodiche 
standardizzate utili alla stima della diversità ambientale nonché 
ad investigare i processi naturali o artificiali, anche derivanti dai 
cambiamenti climatici.
Guidati dall’esperienza di docenti di fama nazionale 
e internazionale, i partecipanti vivranno un’intensa settimana 
dedicata all’approfondimento di tecniche standardizzate di 
campionamento, tassonomia, gestione e elaborazione dei dati 
raccolti e l’applicazione di indicatori di qualità ambientale. 
La PIT Summer School rappresenta un’opportunità unica per 
entrare in contatto con noti tassonomi ed ecologi, e sperimentare 
direttamente tecniche.
La PIT Summer School è realizzata nell’ambito del Piano Integrato Transfrontaliero 
(Programma di Cooperazione Transfrontaliera Italia-Francia Alcotra 2007-2013).

La PIT Summer School nasce dalla collaborazione tra il Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime, il 
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Ferrara e EDIT (European Distributed Institute of 
Taxonomy).
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